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Abstract

A way to understand how agricultural
p r a c t i c e s m a y b e a ff e c t i n g t h e
environment and contributing to
degradation as well as climate
variability and change, is collecting
environmental information through
instruments of universal coverage, i.e.
an agricultural census (ECLAC, 2010).
In Colombia, environmental questions
that DANE is planning to include in the
next agricultural census are in line with
some issues discussed by Framework
for the Development of Environment
Statistics – FDES (2013). Some of
these are: land utilization, forests, and
changes in lands use, cattle farming
and water sources.
One of the main reasons for having
more and better environmental
information included in census is the
vulnerability of territories and therefore
of individuals in rural areas, whose
income and consumption highly
depend on agricultural/livestock
activities. In addition, it is important for
governments and private institutions to
generate mitigation and adaptation
actions against climate changing:
phenomenon that in some extent is
produced by agricultural practices.
This paper aims to present some of the
most relevant and recommended
questions to collect environmental
information through the Colombian
Third Agricultural Census, that going to
do in next 2014.
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The ﬁrst one corresponds to the introduction.
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The second chapter brieﬂy describes the importance of
agricultural sector in Colombian economy, and how this
sector can provide signiﬁcant information regarding
environmental matters, which are the base for
constructing indicators.
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In the third and most extensive chapter, questions that
may be suitable to be included to the census are
presented, as well as the arguments on their importance
for decision-making in terms of the environmental
degradation produced by different activities, vulnerability
of territories, and the ways for adaptation and mitigation
of climate changing. These set of questions may also be
suitable as a frame to carry out the thematic development
for agricultural surveys.
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The last chapter presents some conclusions and
recommendations.

